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SERMON 


"Freely  ye  have  received,  freely  give." — Matt,  x  :  8. 

Thus  did  Christ  charge  his  twelve  apostles,  when  he  first 
sent  them  ont  on  a  mission  for  him.  He  had  given  them 
power  against  unclean  spirits  to  cast  them  out,  and  to  heal 
all  manner  of  sickness  and  all  manner  of  disease  ;  and  now  he 
was  sending  them  out  as  his  messengers  u  to  the  lost  sheep  of 
the  house  of  Israel."  "  And  as  ye  go,"  said  he,  "  preach,  say- 
ing, the  kingdom  of  heaven  is  at  hand.  Heal  the  sick,  cleanse 
the  lepers,  raise  the  dead,  cast  out  devils ;  freely  ye  have  re- 
ceived, freely  give."  His  meaning,  in  these  words,  was 
that  the  endowments  and  qualifications  which  they  had  re- 
ceived for  participating  in  his  work,  ought  to  be  actively  em- 
ployed in  the  spirit  in  which  they  had  been  given.  He,  in 
the  prosecution  of  the  work  for  which  he  had  come  into  the 
world,  had  freely  endowed  them  with  those  miraculous  gifts, 
that  thus  they  might  be  qualified  for  co-operation  with  him  ,* 
and  therefore  he  might  reasonably  demand  of  them  that  they 
should  partake  in  his  spirit  and  act  accordingly. 

In  like  manner,  when  he  had  performed  what  belonged  to 
his  personal  human  work  on  earth,  and  was  about  to  retire 
from  this  visible  sphere,  he  said  to  these  same  disciples  whom 
he  had  taught  and  trained,  and  whom  he  had  qualified  for 
usefulness,  as  we  have  seen,  by  miraculous  endowments, 
"  Go  ye  into  all  the  world  and  preach  the  gespei  to  every 
creature" — "  go  ye  therefore  and  make  disciples  of  all  nations, 
teaching  them  to  observe  all  things  whatsoever  I  have  com- 
manded you."  Having  committed  his  gospel  to  their  hands, 
and  having  equipped  them  with  means  and  qualifications  for 
the  extensive  propagation  of  that  gospel,  he  had  a  right  to 


expect  of  them  that  they  would  enter  into  his  plan,  and 
carry  it  out  in  his  spirit.  The  principle  on  which  he  gave 
them  that  last  charge  before  his  ascension,  was  the  principle 
of  the  text,  "  Freely  ye  have  received,  freely  give." 

The  same  principle  has  its  application  to  us  in  our  rela- 
tions to  Christ  and  his  cause.  As  we  have  freely  received, 
so  God  would  have  us  freely  impart  to  others.  This  appli- 
cation of  the  principle  to  us  is  what  I  propose  to  illustrate 
and  urge  in  the  present  discourse.  And,  in  so  doing,  my 
method  will  be  to  present  successively  the  several  great  facts 
and  principles,  in  the  light  of  which  the  bearing  of  the  text 
on  our  duty  and  our  well-being  becomes  manifest. 

I.  Christ  came  into  the  world  to  accomplish  a  work  of 
mercy  for  mankind.  The  world — the  whole  world — lay  in 
wickedness.  A  universal  apostacy  from  God  required  an  in- 
terposition from  on  high  to  recover  the  lost,  and  to  restore 
the  ruin  which  sin  had  wrought  in  this  beautiful  creation. 
That  interposition  began  in  the  promise  of  a  Savior,  imme- 
diately after  the  apostasy,  and  in  the  arrangement  by  which 
apostate  man,  at  the  very  commencement  of  his  history, 
was  placed  under  a  law,  not  of  wrath  and  justice  only,  but 
of  forgiveness  and  reconciliation.  Through  all  the  ages  that 
preceded  the  coming  of  Christ  in  the  flesh,  that  interposition 
was  carried  on  in  the  various  preparatory  processes  that  were 
in  progress  from  age  to  age,  while  the  promises  were  repeat- 
ed and  renewed  and  expanded,  and  the  great  arrangements 
of  Divine  Providence  for  the  introduction  of  a  new  era  were 
becoming  mature  and  complete.  All  this  was  Christ  before 
his  personal  coming.  Christ  was  in  all  those  promises. 
Christ  was  in  all  those  symbols.  Christ  was  the  center  of 
all  those  arrangements  in  God's  Providence.  Christ — the 
Christ  to  come — was  the  Mediator  in  whose  behalf  pardon 
was  dispensed,  through  those  twilight  ages,  to  each  repent- 
ing sinner.  At  last  he  came  upon  that  mission  toward  which 
all  the  preceding  centuries  of  time  had  been  tending,  and 
from  which  all  the  centuries  thereafter  were  to  be  numbered. 
He  came  upon  that  work  for  which,  above  all  other  works 
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the  world  was  made.  He  came,  the  great  teacher — the  light 
of  the  world — the  Savior  of  the  lost — God  manifest  in  the 
flesh.  He  entered  upon  his  work,  teaching,  toiling,  suffer- 
ing for  the  establishment  of  the  kingdom  of  God.  In  that 
work  he  died,  a  propitiation  for  sin,  to  declare  the  right- 
eousness of  God  in  the  remission  of  the  sins  that  were  past 
through  the  forbearance  of  God,  and  to  declare  at  that  time 
and  for  ever  thenceforth  the  righteousness  of  God,  that  God 
may  be  just  and  justify  the  sinner  that  believeth.  This  then 
is  the  work  for  which  Christ  came  into  the  world — he  came 
to  enlighten,  to  reform,  to  renew  and  save  mankind — he 
came  to  set  up  the  kingdom  of  God  in  the  hearts  of  all  men, 
by  leading  them  to  repentance  and  to  the  knowledge  and 
love  of  their  Creator,  by  dispensing  forgiveness,  by  reconcil- 
ing them  to  God  and  making  them  his  blessed  children. 

II.  Christ's  work  in  the  world,  begun  in  his  personal  min- 
istry, is  not  yet  accomplished.  The  world  is  not  yet  saved. 
Great  changes  have  been  commenced  and  are  going  on,  in 
consequence  of  what  Christ  has  done  and  is  now  doing  ;  but 
the  work  is  not  yet  completed.  The  Gospel  of  Christ  is  not 
yet — but  is  to  be — preached  to  all  nations  ;  it  is  not  yet — 
but  it  is  to  be — universally  and  completely  triumphant — its 
principles  of  righteousness,  of  purity,  of  devotion,  and  of  love, 
enthroned  in  all  lands  and  in  all  hearts.  The  world,  so  fill- 
ed with  ignorance  and  superstition,  so  overrun  with  wrong 
and  outrage,  so  polluted  with  wickedness,  is  to  be  renewed 
in  the  beauty  of  holiness  by  the  influence  of  the  Gospel  and 
by  the  Almighty  grace  which  that  Gospel  brings  to  every 
believing  soul.  Christ's  work  then  in  the  world — the  great 
work  of  subduing  the  apostate  world  to  God — is  a  work  still 
in  progress.  It  is  still  his  work,  for  he  hath  said  to  his  dis- 
ciples, "  Lo  !  I  am  with  you  always,  even  to  the  end  of  the 
world.'' 

III.  The    Providence  of  God,   through    Christ,    and  for 

Christ's  sake,  has  endowed  us  freely  with  certain  means  and 
qualifications  for  co-operating  with  Christ  in  his  work.  How 
much  have  we  freely  received  !     (1.)  We  have  the  Gospel  in 


jts  completed  records — those  holy  Scriptures,  of  either  Testa- 
ment, which  are  given  by  inspiration  of  God,  and  are  profit- 
able for  doctrine,  for  reproof,  for  correction,  for  instruction 
in  righteousness,  and  which  are  thus  able  to  make  men  wise 
to  salvation  through  faith  which  is  in  Christ  Jesus.  We  have 
the  Gospel  in  its  institutions — the  preaching  of  the  word — 
the  day  of  holy  rest — the  house  of  prayer — the  solemn  con- 
gregation— the  spiritual  worship — the  simple,  yet  ever  touch- 
ing and  ever  eloquent,  symbolic  ordinances — the  Church, 
with  its  communion  and  its  love  and  care — the  very  institu- 
tions which  must  yet  be  earned  through  the  world,  and  in 
which  the  kingdom  of  God  is  to  be  universally  established. 
We  have  the  Gospel  in  its  influences  and  effects  ;  not  only 
do  we  see  its  fruits  around  us  in  the  character  of  the  com- 
munity, as  distinguished  from  communities  less  privileged, 
and  in  the  character  of  individuals  who  have  been  transform- 
ed by  its  power;  but  to  how  many  of  us  personally  has  it 
been  made  the  wisdom  of  God  and  the  power  of  God  to  sal- 
vation ;  how  many  of  us  has  it  comforted  in  sorrow  ;  how 
many  of  us  has  it  strengthened  under  infirmity,  and  cheered 
in  despondency  ;  how  many  of  us  has  it  inspired  with  lowli- 
ness and  self-abasement,  with  sorrow  for  sin,  with  hungering 
and  thirsting  after  righteousness,  with  new  and  divine  affec- 
tions, with  immortal  hopes  ;  how  many  of  us  has  it  taught 
to  repent,  to  believe,  to  walk  with  God,  to  live  in  the  com- 
munion of  the  Holy  Spirit !  Oh  how  much  have  we  all  re- 
ceived in  receiving  the  Gospel — how  much — and  how  freely  ! 
(2.)  We  have  it  in  our  power  to  communicate  the  Gospel 
to  those  who  have  it  not.  Millions  upon  millions  of  ignorant 
and  degraded  souls,  whom  the  Gospel  may  bless  as  it  has  bless- 
ed us,  are  within  our  reach.  The  time  has  been  when  those 
who,  from  amid  the  light  of  christian  lands,  looked  forth  on 
the  dark  places  of  the  earth,  and  saw  there  the  habitations  of 
cruelty,  and  the  deep  gloom  of  superstition,  could  only  weep 
and  pray.  But  it  is  not  so  with  us  in  these  days.  God  has 
given  to  us  the  privilege  of  access  to   them  who  dwell  in 


darkness;  and  the  Gospel,  which  has  been  committed  to  our 
*hands,  we  may  impart  to  them.  The  men  have  gone  forth 
from  among  us,  and  others  are  ready  to  go  forth,  who  will 
act  as  our  messengers  and  agents  in  publishing  the  Gospel,  if 
we  will  so  employ  them.  In  India  and  in  Africa;  in  Syria 
and  in  Persia;  in  China  and  in  the  isles.;  in  cities  of  old  re- 
nown, where  early  martyrs  suffered  and  Apostles  preached 
the  word  ;  and  in  the  western  wilds,  where  the  red  hunter 
roams,  we  may  preach  the  Gospel  to  the  ignorant  by  the 
agency  of  men  sent  forth  from  our  churches  and  sustained  by 
us.  Such  arrangements  have  been  instituted  by  the  favor- 
ing Providence  of  God,  that  the  humblest  contribution  can 
be  gathered  up  and  may  help  to  swell  the  stream  that  bears 
salvation  to  the  ends  of  the  earth.  The  poorest  that  can 
earn  his  daily  bread  is  not  too  poor  to  have  a  partnership  in 
the  great  work.  The  poorest,  as  well  as  the  richest,  may 
look  forth  upon  the  world  and  feel  his  heart  expand  in  the 
high  consciousness  of  co-operation  with  Christ  and  with  God, 
with  Apostles  and  martyrs,  and  with  the  universal  Church 
of  the  redeemed,  in  the  enterprise  of  converting  the  world 
to  God.  How  great  an  endowment  is  this.  Freely  we  have 
received. 

(3.)  We  have  not  only  these  -channels  of  access,  in  Christ's 
behalf,  to  the  ignorant  and  perishing,  but  we  have  also  abun- 
dant means  which  we  may  employ  for  this  great  end.  The 
wealth  of  this  American  people,  and  its  constant  increase  and 
development — their  exemption  from  crushing  burthens,  such 
as  those  which  grind  the  masses  of  other  nations  into  the 
dust — the  equality  here  in  the  distribution  of  wealth,  com- 
pared with  the  dreadful  inequalities  which  exist  in  other  na- 
tions— our  commercial  relations  that  connect  us  with  every 
region  of  the  earth — the  characteristic  intelligence,  shrewd- 
ness and  energy  of  our  people,  qualifying  them,  as  a  people, 
to  exert  a  powerful  influence  upon  all  with  whom  they  have 
connection  or  intercourse,  and,  under  God's  blessing,  causing 
all  things  to  prosper  in  their  hands — their  peculiar  position 
among  the  nations  of  the  world,  and  the  interest  with  which 
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the  eyes  of  the  world  are  fixed  upon  them — all  these  things 
are  power  put  into  our  hands  as  American  citizens,  power 
which  we  may  use  effectually  for  the  propagation  of  the 
Gospel,  and  the  promotion  of  the  work  of  Christ.  How 
much  then  have  we,  as  a  people,  freely  received,  which  we 
may  freely  give.  Every  American  citizen,  sharing  in  the 
peculiar  blessings  and  prerogatives  of  the  American  people, 
vs  endowed,  in  his  measure  and  degree,  with  means  and  fa- 
cilities for  the  advancement  of  Christ's  redeeming  work, 
means  and  facilities  which  he  is  as  plainly  bound  to  use  for  that 
end  as  the  Apostles  were  bound  to  use  for  the  same  end,  the 
natural  and  supernatural  qualifications  with  which  they  were 
furnished. 

This  may  be  contemplated  from  another  point  of  view. 
Let  me  ask  each  individual  hearer  to  inquire  for  himself 
what  means  he  has  at  his  command,  which  he  may  employ, 
if  he  will,  for  the  very  same  end  for  which  Christ  sent  forth 
his  Apostles  with  their  supernatural  endowments.  The  in- 
dividual may  not  be  wealthy  in  comparison  with  others  ;  but 
where  is  the  individual,  not  dependent  on  charity  for  daily 
bread,  who  may  not,  by  a  little  self-denial,  do  something 
that  shall  have  an  effect  in  the  advancement  of  Christ's  work 
in  the  world.  The  individual,  whatever  may  be  his  posses- 
sions or  his  employment- — the  merchant,  the  mechanic,  the 
professional  man,  the  laborer — who  will  divest  himself  of  the 
habit  of  feeling  that  whatever  he  has  and  whatever  he  can 
earn  is  his  own,  and  may  rightfully  be  used  for  his  own 
ends  exclusively,  and  who,  feeling  that,  whatever  he  has  he 
has  freely  received,  will  look  around  him,  cannot  fail  to  see 
that  God  has  committed  to  him  much  that  can  be  used  for 
the  promotion  of  those  ends  for  which  Christ  lived  and  la- 
bored and  for  which  Christ  died. 

IV.  Sympathy  with  Christ,  in  his  affections  and  designs, 
is  an  essential  element  of  Christian  character.  We  all  know 
that  if  any  man  have  not  the  spirit  of  Christ  he  is  none  of 
his.  And  we  know,  equally  well,  that  the  spirit  of  Christ 
can  dwell  in  no  heart  without  producing  in  (hat  heart  a  deep 


and  active  sympathy  with  Christ  in  his  affections  and  de- 
signs, a  willingness — a  readiness  to  take  hold  of  Christ's 
work  and  help  it  along,  a  spontaneous  self-consecration  to 
Christ's  service,  and  to  the  advancement  of  his  cause.  Just 
in  proportion  as  the  Apostles  were  really  and  truly  Christ's, 
his  Spirit  was  in  them  ;  and  just  in  proportion  as  Christ's 
Spirit  was  in  them,  they  were  ready  to  employ  their  means 
and  powers — natural  or  supernatural — in  his  work.  And,  in 
the  nature  of  the  case,  it  is  just  so  with  every  man  who 
stands  in  any  saving  relation  to  Christ. 

V.  And  now  can  you  fail  to  see  that  the  only  way  in 
which  you  can  attain  to  a  fervent  and  happy  sympathy  with 
Christ  is  by  entering  at  once  into  his  plan,  and  devoting 
yourself  honestly,  humbly  and  confidingly  to  the  advance- 
ment of  his  kingdom  in  the  world  ?  Think  then  of  Christ, 
what  he  has  done  for  you  and  for  all  ;  how  he  has  done  it — 
by  what  humiliation  and  self-sacrifice  ;  how  he  labored  and 
suffered;  how  he  died  in  the  work.  Think  how  much  of 
his  work  remains  in  the  world  to  be  done  for  him.  Look 
around  you — look  over  the  world  that  lieth  in  wickedness — 
and  remember,  this  is  the  world  to  which  Christ  came  as  a 
Redeemer ;  this  is  the  world  in  which  he  died  ;  this  is 
the  world  which  is  yet  to  be  renewed  in  the  beauty  and  the 
joy  of  heaven  by  the  efficacy  of  his  Gospel  and  the  outpour- 
ing of  his  Spirit.  Think  of  what  Christ  has  done  for  you — 
how  much  you  have  freely  received  from  his  love,  what 
light,  what  consolation,  what  hope,  what  strength — how 
much  there  is  for  you  to  impart — what  means  and  opportu- 
nities for  co-operation  with  Christ,  the  care  and  love  of  God 
has  given  to  you  so  freely  for  his  sake.  Freely  thou  hast 
received  ;   say,  wilt  thou  not  freely  give. 

Thirty-seven  years  ago,  two  missionaries,  Hiram  Bing- 
ham and  Asa  Thurston,  were  ordained  to  their  apostolic 
work  at  Goshen,  in  this  State.  They  had  been  designated 
to  the  Sandwich  Islands,  in  the  remote  Pacific  Ocean.  A 
few  weeks  afterwards  they  sailed  from  Boston,  with  their 
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wives,  and  with  other  helpers  not  ordained  to  the  special 
work  of  preaching  and  administering  the  sacramental  ordi- 
nances. That  was  the  third  mission  that  had  ever  been  sent 
beyond  sea  from  this  country.  Of  those  two  missionaries — 
the  two  apostles  of  Hawaii — one  is  still  permitted  to  labor 
on  with  the  failing  strength  of  his  old  age,  in  the  isles  where 
he  and  his  associate  first  proclaimed  the  love  of  God  in 
Christ  :  and  the  other,  who  did  not  return  but  at  the  une- 
quivocal call  of  Providence,  after  a  long  term  of  most  suc- 
cessful labor,  is  here  this  evening  to  join  in  the  act  which 
consecrates  his  only  son  to  the  same  work  in  other  isles, 
still  farther  from  the  paths  of  commerce,  and  lonelier  amid 
the  wastes  of  ocean.  The  missionaries  to  the  Sandwich 
Islands,  and  the  churches  by  whom  they  were  sustained, 
acted  under  the  guidance  of  that  precept,  "  Freely  ye  have 
received,  freely  give."  Having  received  the  light  of  life 
from  the  labor  and  the  sufferings  of  Christ,  through  the  sub- 
ordinate labors  and  sacrifices  of  holy  men  in  other  times, 
they  carried  that  saving  light  into  the  deep  darkness  of  Ha- 
waii. They  became  co-workers  with  Christ ;  and  lo  !  what 
hath  God  wrought  by  them  !  They  went  to  a  nation  of 
savages  ;  ignorant,  debased,  brutalized,  ferocious,  and  ready 
to  perish  with  the  new  vices  and  the  new  diseases  which 
had  already  poisoned  the  blood  of  the  whole  race,  and  which 
were  all  that  they  had  acquired  in  forty  years  of  contact 
with  the  civilized  world.  But  for  the  Missionaries  and  the 
gospel,  these  Islands  might  have  been  emptied  by  this  time 
of  their  native  population  ;  they  would  doubtless  have  be- 
come, ere  now,  a  possession — perhaps  a  convict  colony — of 
some  European  power,  and  the  ownership  of  them  might 
have  become  a  point  of  controversy,  and  an  occasion  of 
bloody  conflict  among  commercial  nations.  But  instead  of 
all  this,  Hawaii  has  received  the  Gospel,  and  to  the  eye  of 
Christian  devotion  those  islands  have  become  resplendent 
with  manifestations  of  God's  grace  in  the  work  of  his  Holy 
Spirit.  "  The  people  that  sat  in  darkness  saw  great  light, 
and  to  them  who  sat  in  the  region  and  shadow  of  death, 


11 

light  is  sprung  up."  Thousands  of  lost  souls  have  been 
brought  to  the  knowledge  and  experience  of  the  great  sal- 
vation. The  people  there  wer&  naked  barbarians,  they  are 
now  beginning  to  enjoy  the  arts,  the  comforts,  and  to  some 
extent  the  refinements  of  civilization.  They  were  in  the 
grossest  ignorance,  without  even  the  rudest  substitute  for  a 
written  language  ;  they  now  have  letters,  books  and  schools, 
an  open  bible  and  a  free  press.  They  were  slaves,  the  com- 
mon people  being  the  property  of  the  chiefs.  Christianity 
has  abolished  slavery  there,  as  it  must  abolish  slavery  every- 
where, or  be  itself  abolished  ;  it  has  given  to  the  people 
equal  laws  and  free  institutions,  substituting  a  limited  con- 
stitutional monarchy  for  an  absolute  despotism  in  the  chief 
ruler.  The  independent  existence  of  Hawaii  as  a  civilized 
and  Christian  kingdom,  has  been  acknowledged  not  only  by 
our  own  government,  but  by  all  the  leading  governments  of 
Christendom.  All  this  has  been  wrought  while  the  two 
pioneer  missionaries  are  yet  among  the  living. 

We  should  not  forget,  however,  while  we  recall  these 
facts  to  our  minds,  that  the  Christianity  and  the  civilization 
of  those  islands  are  still  in  their  infancy.  The  Sandwich 
Islands  are  not  like  New  England,  or  like  the  British  Islands, 
where  civilization  has  had  the  growth  of  centuries.  The 
blood  of  that  degenerate  race  just  rescued  from  extinction, 
is  not  like  the  Anglo-Norman  blood,  nor  can  it  be  expected 
to  produce,  in  many  generations,  a  Newton,  a  Humboldt,  a 
La  Place,  or  a  Franklin.  The  churches  of  the  Sandwich 
Islands  are,  in  many  respects,  as  far  behind  the  churches  of 
New  England,  as  they  are  in  wealth,  and  in  the  resources  of 
thought  and  of  intellectual  vigor.  Nor  can  we  expect  to 
find  the  morals  of  a  people  just  reformed  from  cannibalism, 
parallel  in  all  respects  to  the  morals  of  the  people  in  one  of 
our  New  England  townships.  But  this  we  may  say  with 
all  confidence,  the  churches  gathered  in  those  islands  have 
learned  and  are  yet  learning  the  lessons  of  Christian  duty 
and  of  Christian  love.  And  among  the  lessons  they  have 
learned  and  are  still  learning,  is  this,  "  Freely  ye  have  re- 
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ceived,  freely  give."  They,  in  their  turn,  are  now  entering 
into  the  work  by  which  they  have  themselves  been  saved. 
Out  of  their  penury  and  their  feebleness  they  are  contribu- 
ting, not  only  for  their  own  advancement  and  for  the  per- 
petuation of  the  light  that  burns  in  them,  but  also  for  the 
propagation  of  the  Gospel  in  the  vast  regions  of  ocean  be- 
yond them. 

The  "  Micronesian  Mission,"  to  which  our  young  brother 
is  appointed,  receives  its  name  from  the  little  coral  islands, 
scattered  like  emeralds  on  the  bosom  of  the  ocean,  beyond 
the  limits  which  geographers  have  marked  for  Polynesia. 
Properly,  it  is  a  mission  from  the  Hawaiian  churches  to  those 
outcasts  or  foundlings  of  the  great  Malayan  race,  that  dwell 
in  so  strange  an  isolation  on  the  scattered  islets  of  Micro- 
nesia. To  this  enterprise  those  churches  contribute  not  only 
of  their  goods,  but  of  the  most  gifted  and  valued  of  their 
members.  But  as  they  are  still  guided  in  part  by  the  evan- 
gelists from  this  land  that  have  given  them  the  Gospel,  so  in 
their  missionary  enterprise  they  go  forward  under  the  lead- 
ership, as  it  were,  of  American  missionaries,  sustained  by 
our  American  Board  of  Foreign  Missions.  Such  is  the 
special  service  to  which  our  young  brother  is  appointed.  His 
relation  to  this  land  of  his  fathers,  and  his  relation  to  his 
own  native  land — that  Hawaii  with  which  the  name  he  bears 
will  be  forever  associated — his  two-fold  relation  to  his  birth- 
place and  his  ancestral  home,  is  sustained  and  kept  alive  in 
the  work  upon  which  he  enters.  At  once  an  American  and 
Hawaiian,  he  is  to  serve  in  the  joint  labor  of  American  and 
Hawaiian  evangelism.  Prayers  from  these  Atlantic  shores, 
and  prayers  from  the  isles  of  the  Pacific,  will  follow  him  to 
the  remote  and  lonely  station  where  the  darkness  of  ages 
waits  for  his  coming.  Let  our  sympathies  attend  him.  Let 
our  prayers  go  up  to  heaven  in  his  behalf.  And  as  he,  moved 
by  the  sense  of  God's  unspeakable  gift,  now  gives  himself 
freely  to  this  work,  let  us  freely  give,  remembering  how 
freely  we  have  received. 


THE    CHARGE. 


My  Dear  Son, 

AND    FELLOW    SERVANT    OF    JeSUS    CHRIST  : 

You  have  offered  yourself  and  been  accepted  as  a  herald 
of  the  cross  to  distant  tribes.  You  are  panting  to  engage  in 
that  work  to  which  the  Apostle  to  the  Gentiles,  on  his  con- 
version, devoted  himself,  than  which  none  better  can,  in  the 
present  state  of  the  world,  demand  the  energies  of  God's 
people. 

In  accordance  with  your  cherished  wishes,  the  approval  of 
the  American  Board,  and  the  decision  of  this  Council  of  the 
representatives  of  the  Churches,  you  have  now  been  sol- 
emnly set  apart  to  the  work  of  an  evangelist,  a  missionary 
to  the  heathen,  an  Ambassador  of  God  to  your  fellow-men. 

It  now  devolves  on  me  to  give  you,  in  the  name  of  this 
ordaining  Council,  the  official  charge  in  reference  to  the  du- 
ties of  the  high  and  sacred  office  with  which  you  are  in- 
vested. 

The  hour  has  arrived.  The  isles  wait  for  the  Messiah's 
law.  To  a  portion  of  them,  in  the  vast  Pacific,  the  light 
has  come.  As  you  and  I  have  been  eye-witnesses,  the  glory 
of  the  Lord  has  arisen  upon  them,  and  to  the  joy  of  Z ion's 
heart,  begins  to  be  reflected  afar. 

Hundreds  of  thousands  of  the  inhabitants  of  a  thousand 
islands  in  that  wide  ocean-waste,  are  yet  to  be  evangelized  ; 
and  I  rejoice  with  you  that  you  are  enabled  and  willing  to 
turn  away  from  the  prospects  of  ease  or  emolument  in  this 
civilized  country,  and  to  take  a  responsible  post  there,  to 
serve  our  Savior  with  whatever  ability  he  gives  you,  in 
showing  them  the  way  to  heaven. 
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In  His  name,  therefore,  we  commission  you  to  publish 
among  them,  the  Gospel  of  salvation,  and  introduce  its  or- 
dinances, and  bid  3^011  "as  you  go,  preach,"  and  wherever 
you  go,  preach  "  Jesus  Christ  and  him  crucified.'5 

Your  warrant,  your  requirement,  and  your  encourage- 
ment to  do  this,  are  found,  specifically,  in  the  command  and 
promise  of  Christ. 

The  grand  reason  for  the  law  of  evangelization  given  to 
the  Apostles,  was  man's  universal  need  of  divine  teaching 
and  influence  to  lead  him  to  holiness  and  Heaven.  The  di- 
vine command,  "Go  ye  into  all  the  world  and  preach  the 
Gospel  to  every  creature"  is  still  in  full  force,  and  will  be 
while  the  reason  for  it  remains. 

The  precious  promise  connected  with  the  command  and 
designed  to  secure  obedience  to  it,  "  Lo  I  am  with  you  al- 
ways even  to  the  end  of  the  world" — a  promise  that  should 
now  warm  and  nerve  your  heart  for  toil  and  trial,  clearly 
evinces  that  the  command  was  not  limited  to  the  Apostles, 
nor  to  their  age,  but  will  be  binding  to  the  end  of  time  on 
all  whom  Christ  calls  to  the  work,  or  qualifies  for  it,  and 
gives  the  opportunity  to  engage  in  it. 

Let  it  then  be  your  joy  that  this  command  and  this  prom- 
ise appear  now  to  be  so  clearly  applicable  to  you,  as  well  as 
to  a  host  of  others  who  actually  do,  or  obviously  should  set 
their  hearts  and  put  their  hands  to  this  blessed  work. 

The  apathy  of  many  in  respect  to  the  fate  of  idolators, 
and  the  vague  hope  of  some  that  the  heathen,  though  un- 
instructed  in  the  Christian  doctrine,  will  not  perish,  must 
not  abate  your  zeal  to  persuade  the  sons  and  daughters  of 
paganism  to  embrace  and  obey  it ;  for,  now,  as  in  the  days 
of  the  Apostles,  sinners  without  the  knowledge  of  the  Gos- 
pel are  not  only  "  lying  in  wickedness"  but  are  everywhere 

perishing. 

Admit,  if  you  please,  that  it  is  possible  for  God  to  lead  a 
heathen  sinner  to  holiness  and  heaven  without  the  instru- 
mentality of  his  written  word,  or  of  a  preached  Gospel  by 
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which  his  Son  is  honored ;  yet.  give  due  weight  to  the 
proneness  of  all  men  to  sin  and  depart  from  God,  to  the 
power  which  Satan  wields  over  idolatrous  nations  ;  to  the 
force  of  any  prevailing  superstition,  and  of  heathen  exam- 
ple and  heathen  training,  and  there  is  no  probability  that 
any  considerable  numbers  of  sinners  in  even  a  long  succes- 
sion of  heathen  generations,  will  be  saved  except  through 
faith  in  the  Redeemer.  For  where  no  vision  is,  the  people 
perish.* 

You,  then,  are  to  make  known  as  clearly  and  extensvely 
as  possible,  that  only  name  under  heaven,  given  among  men, 
whereby  we  must  be  saved.  That  Messed  name,  let  Zion 
hear  it,  ought  to  be  made  known  to  all  in  the  shortest  pos- 
sible time,  for  how  shall  ruined,  dying  men  "believe  in  him 
whom  they  have  not  heard  ?" 

Let  the  great  error  and  criminality  of  the  Christian  world, 
in  so  long,  and  so  alarmingly  postponing  the  main  work  of 
evangelizing  the  six  hundred  and  fifty  neglected  millions  of 
our  race,  urge  you  onward  to  your  field.  Take  also  en- 
couragement from  the  fact  too  little  regarded  by  those  who 
fear  they  are  not  fully  qualified  for  it,  that  the  nature  of  the 
missionary  work,  when  it  is  engaged  in  with  youthful  ardor y 
and  Christian  devotedness,  or  with  the  true  missionary  spiritr 
is  admirably  adapted  to  promote  growth  in  fitness  for  it. 
There,  especially  may  the  talent  occupied  be  expected  to< 
receive  its  desirable  increase. 

But  a  still  weightier  reason  for  a  speedy  engagement  in 
this  enterprise  is,  that  while  you  and  others  delay,  and 
Christendom  fails  to  employ  the  adequate  force  which  she 
might  for  doing  up  speedily,  the  foreign  missionary  work, 

*  Since  Christ  has  at  his  command  millions  of  men  and  women  whom  he 
has  converted  and  well  instructed  in  the  doctrines  of  salvation,  and  given 
the  means  and  opportunities  to  make  them  known  to  the  ignorant  and  dying, 
and  commanded  them  to  do  it,  and  since  he  has  assured  us  that  it  is  "  by  the 
foolishness  of  preaching"  that  he  saves  men,  is  there  any  ground  to  believe 
that  he  will  turn  away  from  His  chosen  method,  and  carry  on  the  work  of 
converting  the  heathen  by  some  unexplained  process? 
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the  heathen  are  sinking  to  the  grave  by  fifty  thousands  a 
day,  and  by  twenty  millions  a  year ! 

Behold  then  the  rolling  flood  of  generations  passing  into 
the  dark  ocean,  and  go,  with  the  speed  of  the  winds,  to 
those  yet  accessible — Hasten  your  flight,  as  swiftly  as  the 
wings  of  a  primeval  "  Morning  Star"  could  bear  you  twenty 
thousand  miles,  to  the  clime  where  dwell  the  objects  of  your 
compassion. 

As  you  pass  your  island-birth-place,  where  a  wonder- 
working God  has  been,  and  look,  there,  on  the  whitened 
fields,  observe  their  temple-spires  pointing  Hawaiian  pil- 
grims and  foreign  voyagers,  to  heaven,  and  their  gathering 
crowds  of  Christian  worshipers,  salute  them,  in  the  name 
of  American  Christians,  and  warmly  give  them  our  affec- 
tionate "  Aloha"  for  Jesns'  sake.  Speak  to  them  of  the 
common  salvation,  and  of  the  purpose  of  your  mission,  and 
ask  their  most  hearty  co-operation  in  extending  Christ's  king- 
dom. Gather,  there,  a  larger  increase  of  your  faith.  Take 
pattern  of  what  is  worthy  to  be  copied  ;  and,  being  re- 
freshed and  girded  anew  for  your  work,  speed  your  way 
thence,  to  Micronesia,  and  there,  in  the  name  of  our  God, 
set  up  your  banner,  and  take  possession  for  Christ. 

The  trees  of  their  coral  islands,  and  of  their  mountain 
forests  shall  clap  their  hands  at  the  approach  of  those  who 
bring  good  tidings  to  the  lost  ;  and  there,  in  throngs,  as  I 
have  seen,  on  barbarous  shores,  your  eyes,  (perhaps  through 
tears,)  will  see, 

"  Men,  immortal  men, 
Wide  wandering  from  the  way,  eclipsed  in  night, 
Dark,  moonless  night,  living  like  beasts; 
Like  beasts  descending  to  the  grave,  untaught 
Of  life  to  come  ;  unsanctified — unsaved  !" 

But,  my  son,  let  not  their  destitution  and  darkness,  their 
indelicacy,  their  intemperance,  their  injustice  one  to  another, 
their  ingratitude  to  you,  nor  their  awful  alienation  from 
God,  disgust,  repel,  or  dishearten  you,  as  you  land  and  take 
up  your  abode  among  them,  but  rather  fire  your  zeal,  and 
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confirm  your  fixedness  of  purpose  to  spend  and  be  spent  for 
them,  that  from  all  these  and  from  eternal  death,  they  may, 
through  Christ,  be  soon  delivered  and  many  quickly  started 
on  their  joyful  way  to  the  land  of  promise. 

Remember  that  the  Maker  and  Redeemer  of  the  dark- 
hearted  souls  now  wandering  on  those  shady  mountains  and 
burning  plains,  beyond  the  horizon  of  Christianity,  expects 
you  to  do  what  you  can  to  train  them  and  their  posterity 
for  heaven.  Remember  too,  that  if  any,  through  the  Eter- 
nal Spirit,  shall  savingly  receive  the  Gospel  from  you,  their 
gratitude  will  be  warm  and  true  on  earth,  and  lasting  in  eter- 
nity ;  and  that  to  see  them  safe  in  heaven  bowing  to  the  Re- 
deemer will  be  reward  enough. 

Go  then,  servant  of  Christ,  and  with  a  heart  overflowing 
with  gratitude  to  Him  who  redeemed  you,  and  with  compass- 
ion for  those  for  whom  he  died,  tell  those  long  lost,  degraded, 
despairing  tribes  what  a  Savior  you  have  found.  Tell 
them  there  is  a  glorious  Sun  of  Righteousness  that  will 
arise  upon  them  and  chase  away  their  darkness  and  sorrows, 
cheer  their  hearts,  and  sanctify  and  save  their  souls,  if  they 
will  welcome  his  appearing. 

Show  yourself  their  affectionate  friend.  Win  and  se- 
cure their  confidence,  and  never  abuse  or  forfeit  it.  Gather 
around  you  the  gray -headed,  the  men  and  women  of  middle 
age,  the  young  men  and  maidens,  and  the  little  children,  at 
your  cottage,  or  some  other  consecrated  place,  or  in  the  or- 
dinary shade  of  the  Breadfruit,  the  Cocoanut,  or  Pandanus 
tree,  under  their  vertical  sun,  and  in  the  meekness  of  wis- 
dom teach  them  the  things  of  God's  kingdom.  Tell  them 
of  his  character,  his  wonderful  works,  his  government,  and 
his  dealings  with  his  creatures,  of  the  apostasy,  sinfulness, 
and  danger  of  men  unreconciled  to  him  or  unwilling  to 
worship  and  serve  him.  Tell  them  of  what  Christ  has  done 
and  suffered  for  the  recovery  and  salvation  of  ruined  souls. 
With  a  logic  set  on  fire,  show  them  God's  right  to  rule 
them,  his  readiness  to  save  them,  and  their  duty  to  obey  his 
voice.  3 
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Powerful  as  is  the  doctrine  of  the  cross  to  melt  the  sin- 
ner's heart,  when  wisely  and  affectionately  presented,  it  is 
unavailing  without  the  knowledge  of  the  claims  of  the 
violated  law.  Whichsoever,  then,  is  first  proclaimed,  the 
influence  of  both  is  indispensible.  Prove  to  them  that  the 
doctrine  you  preach  is  from  heaven  ;  then,  as  you  hold  it 
forth,  firmly  hope  for  immediate  success.  And  as  Apostles 
once  found,  and  as  other  missionaries  have  found,  may  you 
also,  soon,  happily  find  that 

"  The  law  of  the  Lord  is  perfect,  converting  the  soul : 
The  testimony  of  the  Lord  is  sure,  making  wise  the  simple." 

We  charge  you,  then,  in  Christ's  name,  that  as  an  am- 
bassador of  God  to  guilty  men,  you  abate  nothing  from  the 
will  of  him  who  sends  you,  nor  shun  to  declare  the  whole 
counsel  of  God. 

First  of  all  the  arts  and  sciences,  teach  them  the  science 
of  duty,  the  principles  of  justice,  equity  and  temperance, 
the  sanctity  of  the  Sabbath,  the  sacredness  of  marriage,  and 
the  obligations  arising  from  all  the  social  and  civil  relations. 
Urge  them  to  seek  first  the  kingdom  of  God  and  his  right- 
eousness ;  and  stimulate  them,  by  Christian  motives,  to  im- 
prove their  own  and  others'  condition,  by  such  arts  and 
usages  of  Christian  society  as  are  needful. 

Make  yourself  master  of  their  language,  and  help  reduce 
it  to  writing.  Introduce  the  Press.  Translate  and  publish 
the  Scriptures,  and  use  your  utmost  power  of  persuasion  to 
induce  the  masses  to  read,  study,  believe,  and  obey  them. 
Give  them  the  facilities  of  the  common  school,  the  Sabbath 
school,  and  higher  schools  that  may  furnish  teachers  and 
preachers  for  their  countrymen.  Baptize  converts,  and 
gather  them  into  churches  on  the  New  Testament  platform, 
and  commemorate  with  them  Christ's  dying  love,  teaching 
them,  every  one,  from  the  first,  to  work  for  Christ :  and  of  the 
able  and  faithful,  ordain  elders  and  deacons  for  the  work  of 
the  Lord  ;  and  u  in  all  things  show  thyself  a  pattern  of  good 
works." 
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Endeavor  soon  to  supplant  heathen  chants,  vulgar  sports, 
and  viler  superstitions,  by  the  introduction  and  use  of  sacred 
songs  in  their  language,  training  their  capable  voices  to  sing 
the  Savior's  praise   in  strains  that  angels  would  joy  to  hear. 

Show  due  deference  to  those  in  authority,  among  the  isl- 
anders ;  and  by  a  true  Christian  politeness  endeavor  to  open 
the  way  for  their  reception  of  the  saving  word,  and  to  se- 
cure their  favorable  co-operation.  Thus,  by  your  good 
example,  gain  the  respect  and  promote  the  loyalty  of  the 
governed,  and  your  own  security.  Then  you  may  fear- 
lessly maintain  that  "  He  that  ruleth  men  must  be  just,  rul- 
ing in  the  fear  of  God,"  and  duly  regarding  the  rights  of 
man. 

The  conscience-awakened  Chieftain  may  ply  you  with 
questions  which  will  task  your  sagacity  so  to  meet  them  as 
not  to  be  involved  in  party  strifes,  or  in  neglect  of  duties 
and  opportunities  for  promoting  needful  reforms,  and  for  lay- 
ing, broad  and  lasting,  the  foundations  of  good  society.  Every 
question  settled  by  the  Scriptures  you  may  promptly  an- 
swer, whoever  may  be  the  questioner. 

Should  foreign  ships  visit  you  in  your  long  seclusion  from 
civilized  society,  with  what  emotions  will  you  conjecture 
their  influence,  or  meet  their  commanders,  officers  and 
crews !  How  intense  will  be  your  desire  to  find  in  them 
friends  of  humanity ;  friends  of  missionaries  ;  friends  of 
the  erring,  dying  aborigines — -friends,  who  will  not  thwart, 
but  aid  your  plans  for  elevating,  guiding,  and  saving  the 
people  for  whom  you  toil  and  pray.  Take  a  kind  interest 
in  them,  freely  explain  your  object,  and  whether  they  are 
seeking  the  treasures  or  pleasures  of  earth  or  ocean,  tell 
them  where  they  may  find,  and  how  obtain  the  pearl  of 
price  untold,  that  you  may  win  them  to  Christ  and  his 
cause. 

The  co-operation  of  Christian  helpers  from  America,  the 
Sandwich  Islands,  and  elsewhere,  you  will  gladly  hail ;  and 
that  of  cultivated  woman  in   your  mission,  you  will  spe- 
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cially  appreciate  and  facilitate,  in  remembrance  of  your 
sainted  mother,  the  answer  to  whose  prayer  of  faith,  I  trust, 
you  and  many  others  have  received. 

Should  the  madness  of  opposition  to  Christianity  assail 
you  with  violence,  vituperation  and  obloquy,  as  it  often  did 
your  father  and  his  associates  in  a  similar  work,  then  stand 
unshaken,  leaning  on  the  Savior's  arm.  calmly  trusting  that  he 
will  make  the  wrath  of  man  to  praise  him  ;  for  in  the  contest 
between  light  and  darkness,  and  between  right  and  wrong, 
even  heathen  spectators  of  the  painful  struggle,  may,  by  the 
manifest  wrongs  which  you  suffer,  be  roused  to  make  up 
their  minds  in  favor  of  the  right,  especially  if  they  see  that 
persecution  come  upon  you  for  seeking  their  good,  and  faith- 
fully teaching  them  the  way  to  heaven.  Let  not  your  heart 
be  troubled.  Let  the  ear  of  your  faith  in  such  hours  listen 
to  the  voice  of  the  unrivaled  Teacher,  "  Blessed  are  they 
who  are  persecuted  for  righteousness'  sake." 

Finally,  my  dear  and  only  son,  "  take  heed  to  thyself  and 
to  thy  doctrine,"  and  to  the  souls  entrusted  to  your  care. 
"  Hold  fast  the  form  of  sound  words."  "  Have  no  fellow- 
ship with  the  unfruitful  works  of  darkness."  "  Reprove, 
rebuke,  exhort,  with  all  long  suffering  and  doctrine."  Give 
thyself  wholly  to  the  cause  of  human  salvation,  and  with 
all  patience,  diligence,  humility  and  prayer,  persevere  unto 
the  end  in  co-operating  with  God  ;  that,  at  the  close  of  a 
faithful  ministry  and  a  useful  life,  of  shorter  or  longer  con- 
tinuance, you  may  be  inspired  to  say  to  those  who  stand 
around  you  and  to  distant  friends,  "  Even  as  I  please  all 
men  in  all  things,  not  seeking  mine  own  profit  but  the  profit 
of  many,  that  they  may  be  saved,  be  ye  followers  of  me, 
as  I  also  am  of  Christ.  I  have  fought  a  good  fight,  I  have 
finished  my  course,  I  have  kept  the  faith.  Henceforth  there 
is  laid  up  for  me  a  crown  of  righteousness,  which  the  Lord, 
the  righteous  Judge,  shall  give  me  in  that  day." 

Then  around  your  grave  may  converts  sing  their  Re- 
deemer's name.     And  then  may  angels  watch,  till,  from  the 
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isles,  from  ocean's  depths  and  from  every  land,  Christ  shall 
gather  home  his  rising  saints  to  glory. 

Then  may  those  who  hear  yon  and  those  who  send  you, 
and  those  who  pray  for  you  and  love  you,  and  for  whom 
you  pray,  join  you  in  grateful  songs  and  hallelujahs  to  God 
and  the  Lamb  forever  and  ever. 


After  the  Charge,  the  following  sentences  were   read   by  the 
evangelist,  and  chanted  by  the  Choir  : 

%\t  HBssmimrp  Call. 

My  soul  is  not  at  rest.  There  comes  a  strange  and  secret  whisper  to  my 
spirit,  like  a  dream  of  night,  that  tells  me  I  am  on  enchanted  ground. 

The  voice  of  my  departed  Lord,  "  Go  teach  all  nations  !"  comes  on  the  night 
air  and  awakes  mine  ear. 

Why  live  I  here  ?  The  vows  of  God  are  on  me,  and  I  may  not  stop  to  play 
with  shadows,  or  pluck  earthly  flowers,  till  I  my  work  have  done,  and  rendered 
up  account. 

And  I  will  go!  I  may  no  longer  doubt  to  give  up  friends  and  idol  hopes, 
and  every  tie  that  binds  my  heart  to  thee,  my  country  ! 

Henceforth,  then,  it  matters  not  if  storm  or  sunshine  be  my  earthly  lot,  bitter 
or  sweet  my  cup  ;  I  only  pray,  "  God  make  me  holy,  and  my  spirit  nerve  for  the 
stern  hour  of  strife  !" 

And  when  I  come  to  stretch  me  for  the  last,  in  unattended  agony,  beneath 
the  cocoa's  shade,  it  will  be  sweet  that  I  have  toiled  for  other  worlds  than  this. 

And  if  one  for  whom  Satan  hath  struggled  as  he  hath  for  me,  should  ever 
reach  that  blessed  shore,  0  how  this  heart  will  glow  with  gratitude  and  love  ! 

Through  ages  of  eternal  years,  my  spirit  never  shall  repent  that  toil  and  suf- 
fering once  were  mine  below. 


THE  RIGHT  HAND  OF  FELLOWSHIP. 


The  Churches  convened  for  vour  ordination,  have  not 
met  simply  to  test  your  qualifications  for  the  work  of  a 
christian  minister  and  missionary.  The  scrutiny  into  your 
views  and  your  motives  in  this  solemn  undertaking,  was 
rather  to  justify  a  foregone  conclusion  than  to  settle  a  doubt- 
ful question.  The  rite  of  ordination  could  only  signify  and 
confirm  a  consecration  already  made  at  the  call  of  Christ, 
who  had  set  you  apart  for  his  service.  The  counsels  of 
your  honored  father — valuable  as  they  have  been — you 
had  long  enjoyed ;  and  guided  by  his  words  and  example, 
you  had  formed  to  yourself  a  mature  conception  of  the  task 
that  lies  before  you.  You  are  aware,  my  brother,  that  these 
solemnities  have,  besides,  another  meaning.  Your  fathers 
and  brothers  in  the  ministry  are  here  ;  we  of  this  great  as- 
sembly are  here,  to  quicken  ourselves  with  you  in  the  fel- 
lowship of  the  Gospel ;  to  bind  ourselves  still  closer  to  our 
common  Lord  and  Master  ;  and  to  express  to  you,  as  you 
leave  us,  the  earnest  sympathy  that  warms  our  souls.  The 
voice  of  our  Savior,  when  he  bade  his  followers  go  into 
all  the  world  and  preach  the  Gospel,  still  lingers  in  our  ears. 
You  are  now  to  fulfill  his  injunction  with  literal  fidelity. 
We  honor  your  choice  ;  we  love  the  work  to  which  you  are 
devoted  ;  our  hearts  are  with  you  in  it.  And  if  we  are  de- 
nied the  privilege  of  standing  by  your  side  to  cheer  and  aid 
you, — still  do  not  feel  that  you  go  forth  alone  !  We  shall 
follow  you  with  fraternal  anxiety  and  hope  ;  our  prayers  for 
your  safety  shall  go  up  to  Him  whom  the  winds  and  the 
seas  obey  ;  and  should  you  reach  your  destination,  we  shall 
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watch  for  the  record  of  your  labors,  mourning  in  your  dis- 
appointment or  rejoicing  in  your  success.  Space  is  no  bar- 
rier to  Christian  fellowship.  When  we  utter  the  petition, — ■ 
"  Thy  kingdom  come,"— -and  our  thoughts  wander  over  the 
darkened  earth,  they  will  pause  at  those  spots  of  light,  glit- 
tering in  the  distant  ocean,  and  remember  the  friends  who 
have  gone  from  our  parishes  and  firesides.  Your  eyes  will 
often  turn  towards  these  churches  about  your  home,  which 
now  give  you  their  parting  benediction.  You  will  fondly 
think  of  the  College  where  your  mind  was  trained  and  your 
soul  was  first  melted  by  the  love  of  that  Redeemer  to  whom 
you  have  given  your  life.  There  are  none,  my  brother, 
who  will  regard  you  with  more  sincere  interest  than  your 
instructors  and  college  friends.     You  belong  to  us  ! 

It  has  been  claimed  for  the  Universities  of  England,  as 
compared  with  the  learned  schools  of  Germany,  that  if  they 
do  no  not  yield  so  great  scholars  and  book-makers  as  the 
latter,  they  produce  greater  men — greater  statesmen  to  control 
nations,  nobler  gentlemen  to  adorn  the  walks  of  private  life. 
But  is  there  not  a  higher  distinction  still,  to  which  a  Col- 
lege, dedicated  to  Christ  and  the  Church,  may  aspire  ?  the 
distinction  of  being  a  Seminary  whence  shall  go  forth  mis- 
sionaries of  the  cross,  to  publish  the  gospel  to  those  who 
have  never  heard  the  tidings  from  heaven,  and  to  found  a 
Christian  civilization  on  the  ruins  of  debasing  idolatry.  Such 
a  distinction  we  do  ardently  covet,  and  may  partially  claim 
for  the  colleges  of  New  England,  and  for  our  own  in  par- 
ticular. Already  had  we  sent  from  our  number  a  missionary 
of  science,  to  explore  those  distant  islands, — now  we  send 
a  soldier  of  the  cross  to  take  possession  of  them  in  the  name 
of  Jesus  !  The  dark  places  of  the  earth  are  full  of  the  hab- 
itations of  cruelty.  Happy  are  they  to  whom  it  is  given  to 
turn  these  wastes  into  a  blooming  garden  of  the  Lord  ! 
Take  this  hand,  then,  my  brother,  as  the  pledge  of  our  good 
will — the  sign  that  we  are  one  in  faith,  in  work  and  in  hope  ! 
May  the  vessel  that  bears  you  away  prove  a  "  Morning  Star  " 
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indeed, — the  harbinger  of  a  day  whose  welcome  light  shall 
cause  the  islands  of  the  deep  to  sing  for  joy  ! 

Not  often  will  it  be  your  happiness  to  stand  in  the  midst 
of  a  great  Christian  assembly,  like  this  which  now  offers 
you  its  sympathy.  But  if  your  labor  should  at  first  fail,  if 
you  should  feel  yourself  almost  alone  in  the  gloom — remem- 
ber the  communion  of  saints — the  innumerable  company  ! 
And  if  we  seldom  meet  on  earth,  let  us  look  forward  to  the 
many  mansions  of  our  Father's  house,  and  the  kingdom  of 
glory  ! 


